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IT'S  GOOD  TO  HEAR  ** 

Radio  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  part  it  played  in  assist- 
ing the  first  American  Red  Cross  War  Fund  Campaign  which  recently 
wound  up  with  a  bountiful  over-subscription.   The  Red  Cross  has 
asked  the  BVC  to  extend  its  gratitude  to  the  broadcasting  industry 
for  the  push  which  helped  so  much  in  doing  the  job.   "The  networks," 
declares  the  Red  Cross,  "the  independent  stations,  the  sponsors,  and 
the  advertising  agencies  all  gave  our  appeal  splendid  support,  and 
we  are  deeply  grateful." 

The  Red  Cross,  however,  isn't  letting  things  drop  there  with 
just  a  perfunctory  thanks.  They  hold  the  unique  American  view  that 
the  millions  of  citizens  who  gave  millions  of  dollars,  arc  entitled 
to  know  whore  their  money  goes,  and  how  their  sons  in  the  armed 
forces  may  take  advantage  of  numerous  Red  Cross  services. 

TO  KEEP  YOU  POSTED  ■■■'■■*■ 

Henceforth,  all  radio  stations  and  advertising  agencies  will 
receive  a  weekly  radio  bulletin  containing  latest  Red  Cross  infor- 
mation and  news.  JVIuch  of  it  is  adaptable  to  regular  broadcasting 
schedules  -  if  you  wish.   "We  are  aware,"  adds  the  Red  Cross,  "of 
the  many  pressing  requirements  of  the  radio  industry  at  this  time; 
therefore,  we  are  presenting  our  bulletins  not  as  something  that 
must  be  worked  into  a  schedule  at  a  certain  time,  but  as  information 
and  news  that  we  hope  can  bo  fitted  in  whenever  and  wherever  the 
schedule  permits." 

Consideration  of  this  type  merits  radio's  return  gratitude. 
There ♦s  a  marked  trend  these  days  tovrard  bettor  co-operation  be- 
tween all  essential  agencies  -  engendered,  we  like  to  think,  by 
the  realization  that  it  takes  more  than  one  activity  to  win  a  war. 

RUMORS  AT  RANDOM  ** 

Wonder  if  you've  seen  an  informative  little  booklet,  issued 
several  weeks  ago  by  the  OFF,  called  "Divide  and  Conquer"?   It 
tells  you  what  can  be  done  with  whispers.   In  peace,  whispers  have 
wrecked  the  reputations  of  men.  But  in  war,  they've  made  whole 
countries  fall  apart. 
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Frankly,  the  Gcmu^ns  didn't  do  a  very  good  job  with  propaganda 
and  subversive  v;hisporing  in  the  last  wv.r.  The  British  and  even  the 
Americans  did  better  in  the  field  of  psychological  warfare.  But  this 
time,  cognizant  of  their  weak  spot  during  1914-18,  tho  Nazi  sons  of 
the  Kaiser's  men  are  going  to  tovm  on  a  sk^Tocket. 

Maybe  Americans  are  a  bit  too  open  and  gullible  and  accustomed 
to  honesty.  Anyhow,  the  whispers  and  the  rumors  and  uncomfortable 
innuendoes  are  still  in  our  national  midst,  like  disquieting  will- 
o-the-wisps  that  can't  always  be  squashed  under  saner  thumbs.  If 
you  haven't  yet  read  the  OFF's  "Divide  and  Conquer",  wc  think  you 
should* 

AilOTHER  JOB  FOR  YOU** 

We're  not  implying  that  radio  stations  help  in  spreading  these 
unanchored  rumors.  Wc  do  think,  however,  that  they  can  accomplish  a 
great  deal  more  than  they're  doing  now  toward  the  harpooning  of  whis- 
pers which  slow  down  productioni  evoke  anxious  talk,  arouse  suspicion 
of  the  governiaent,  and  generally  bust  up  morale.  For  that  reason,  v\re 
call  your  attention  to  an  itcia  in  the  B'VC  Newsletter  4^6,  xvliich  maybe 
you  didn't  see,  suggesting  that  you  appoint  your  station  news  editor 
as  a  collector  of  local  rumors. 

The  OFF  vfants  to  study  those  rumors.  Also  where  they  came  from. 
If  they  need  spiking  -  and  they  should  bo  spiked  as  quickly  and  'de- 
cisively as  possible  -  then  you  have  a  duty  to  see  that  denials  get 
on  the  air  fast.  There's  just  one  effective  way  to  neutralize  a  rumor, 
♦  .t..a  way  the  Nazis  never  thought  of.  That's  v;ith  the  truth.  ■ 

"Your  alertness  is  as  much  appreciated  as  is  the  intelligent, 
concise  manner  of  presentation." 

We're  pleased  to  hear  things  like  this.   Not  just  the  compli- 
ments, you  understand,  but  the  fact  that  radio  is  taking  our  gener- 
alized ideas  and  applying  them  swiftly  and  successfully  to  localized 
programming.  We're  trying  to  give  you  plain  ideas.  Maybe  they  don't 
all  fit  your  particular  situation.   Nonetheless,  you're  being  count- 
ed on  to  show  enough  God-given  resourcefulness  so  that  you  can  adapt 
these  ideas  and  hammer  them  home  in  the  way  that  Washington  hopes 
you  v;ill. 

SUPER -CHARGED  SPOTS  * ' 

An  example  of  some  smart  thinking  deep  into  center  field  comes 
from  WOR,  New  York,  which  has  worked  out  a  little  bheory  of  its  own 
regarding  the  efficacy  of  special  morale-boosting  announcem.ents  . 
Sticking  these  in  at  station  breaks  and  odd  nooks  and  crannies  is 
well  enough,  but  after  a  while  they  begin  to  lose  their  punch.   Listen- 
ers get  to  expect  them,  and  are  increasingly  apathetic. 

Now,  thought  WOR,  suppose  announcements  relating  to  the  war  ef- 
fort vrere  woven  into  the  pattern  of  well-known  commentators  and 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/broadcastersvict10broa 


-3- 


personalities  who  have  loyal  followings?  I'Yould  they  have  greater 
effectiveness? 

They  did.  Of  course  the  copy  had  to  be  rowritton  to  suit  the 
flavor  of  each  particular  shov/  -  a  woman's  program,  a  sports  reviciY, 
a  morning  gym  class,  etc.  But  it  turned  out  to  be  worth  it.   Conse- 
quently WOK  has  prepared  a  sample  compilation  of  this  specialized 
continuity,  showing  the  pattern  and  manner  of  adaptation.   If  you 
v/ant  a  copy,  it's  called  "VIords  for  Vifar"  and  you  may  have  it  by 
writing  '.'/OR. 

"Words  for  War",  incidentally,  is  intended  to  give  you  ideas, 
but  doesn't  necessarily  mean  that  you  should  use  the  same  copy  ver- 
batim. 

B'/C  IN  THE  DCB  ** 

In  recognition  of  the  growing  v/ork  which  the  Broadcasters' 
Victory  Council  is  achieving  as  the  liaison  group  between  the  in- 
dustry and  all  government  agencies,  the  Defense  Communications 
Board  last  week  appointed  BVC  Chairman  John  Shepard,  3rd,  to  repre- 
sent the  Council  on  Committee  IV  of  the  DCB,  with  0.  L.  Taylor, 
BVC  Executive  Secretary,  as  altc;rnate. 

Mr,   Shepard  had  previously  boun  a  member  of  the  same  Committee, 
serving  as  tlie  representative  of  FM  Broadcasters,  Inc. 

IT  MAKES  US  PURR  *'- 

Being  only  human,  the  BVC  enjoys  an  occasional  pat  on  the  back. 
It's  good  to  know  that  our  suggestions  and  accumulated  information 
are  striking  responsive  targets  here  and  there.   Take,  for  example, 
an  Easter  bouquet  from  Karry  Bannister,  Manager  of  IWJ,  Detroit, 
who  writes : 

"Iwant  to  assure  you  that  every  bulletin  is  read  carefully  by 
myself  and  then  passed  along  to  all  department  heads  in  turn.  You 
may  be  interested  to  learn  that  V.'l'YJ  went  all  out  for  the-  prosecution 
of  the  xvar  since  the  day  Pearl  Harbor  was  attacked,  and  that  your 
bulletins  have  been  of  invaluable  assistance  in  pointing  our  efforts." 

"For  example,  your  hint  about  Arr^  Day  resulted  in  our  planning 
the  biggest  Army  Day  broadcasting  schedule  in  our  history.  From 
6:00  a.m.  until  midnight  on  April  6th  a  total  of  15  Army  Day  pro- 
grams vj-ill  be  broadcast,  representing  a  total  of  6g-  hours  of  actual 
broadcasting.   Immediately  on  reading  in  your  March  31  bulletin  that 
April  9th  is  the  second  anniversary  of  Norway's  invasion,  I  called 
in  our  program  manager  and  prograra.iing  along  this  line  is  already 
on  the  fire." 
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BQIIDS  OF  ¥KR   *--f 

About   a  year  or  so  ago,  when  things  began  to   simmor  at  a 
dangerous   rate   so  far  as   the   future   of   democracy  was    concerned, 
the  United  States   began  sharpening  up   its    sv;ordt     A  good  bit   of 
the   sharpening  was  by  virtue   of  Treasury  Department  Dof onse  Bonds 
and  Stamps  which  gave   our  government  the   extra  v;herewithal  to   arm 
for  viThatevcr  might  come. 

Well,    it's    cone.      It  cam.c   on  a  December  morning'- in  the  Havj-aiian 
Islands.     V/e   aren't   just   concerned  anymore  -.vith  dorensc      It  ♦a    now 
a  matter  of   offense,   of  hitting-  harder  and  straighter  and  more   often 
than  our  enemies.     And  so   -  the  term  "Defense  Bond"hr.s  become  a 
complete  under-statemont» 

The  BVC  has  word  that  the   Treasury  vrill  soon  take   steps   to   see 
that  it's   changed  to  "Vlar  Bond."     Radio,    in  the   meanwhile,    can  ease 
the   transition  for  the  public  mind  by  employing  the   new,   all-out 
phrase   over  the   air  in  place   of  the   now-meek  "Defense"    Bonds, 

ATLAS  OF   I  WAS  ION  +* 

Last  vreek  (BVC  Newsletter  ^f-^)  v/e  had  a  \Tord  about  Noi*way  and 
the   suggestion  that  the   second  anniversary  of  its    invasion  mght 
be  pointed  to   sadly  in  a  special  program  or  tivo.      The    idea  came 
from  the  OFF,  which  last  week  issued  a  dolorous    list   of   other 
countries   that  have  been  occupied  by  the   so-called  Now  Order. 

The   roster  reads    like  this :     Holland,    Belgium  and  Luxemburg, 
May  10,    1940j      France,   Hay  17,    1940;      Poland,   September   1,    1939; 
Manchukuo,  September  18,    1931;      Czechoslovakia,   October   1,    1538; 
Greece,   October  28,    1940;      Yugoslavia,   April    6,    1941;     Albania, 
April   7,    1939;      Norway,   April   9,    1940. 

The  list,  of  course,  isn't  in  the  chronological  order  that 
the  invasions  actually  took  place.  We've  rearranged  it  so  that 
they  fall  in  the  sequence  you'd  folloxv  v^hen  paying  tribute  v^rith 
special   programs   during  the  next  tiTOlve  months. 
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